
te, missa est or as we say in 
English, òThe Mass is ended, go 
in peace to love and serve the 

Lord.ó  These are the words we hear 
at the closing of each and every 
celebration of the Mass.  
 
To me, these words do not signify an 
ending, but a beginning.  The words at 
the end of the Mass tell us that we are 
sent forth and signify the beginning of 
our mission.   
 
Likewise, my departure from 
Bloomington/Normal and the Saint 
Robert Bellarmine Catholic Newman 
Center was not an ending, but truly a 
beginning.  It was my experience as a 
college student at the SRBCNC that 
prepared me for this sending forth 
into the òreal worldó after graduation. 
 
Growing up, I was blessed with a 
loving Catholic family and received an 
excellent education in Catholic 
schools, yet it was my experience at 
the SRBCNC during my college years 
that led me to fall in love with our 
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Attention Bellarmine Alumni!  Why do you love St. 
Robert Bellarmineõs?  Tell us!  Weõd love to publish 
your story in an upcoming edition of                     
U°CATHOLIC.  Send stories, ideas and pictures to 
Brian Fink at brian.fink@isucatholic.org. 

Lord and to desire to continue to 
grow in my knowledge and practice of 
the faith.   
 
At SRBCNC, I found an outstanding 
community who encouraged me and 
challenged me to live a Christ-centered 
life.  With the support of the 
SRBCNC staff and my fellow 
students, I gained the courage 
necessary to live this new life. 
 
Since moving back home to the 
suburbs of Chicago (go White Sox!  
That one was for you, Father 
Dittmer ) and returning to ònormaló 
parish life, I have become a Minister 
of Care. 
 
Once a month, I visit the sick in a 
local hospital to pray with them and to 
bring them the Holy Eucharist.  The 
time I spend with those to whom I 
minister is truly sacred and I feel a 
great honor and responsibility in 
bringing our Lord to those who are 
unable to attend Mass.   
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Blessed Mother Teresa by Taryn Watkins (IWU ó10) 

I am forever grateful for my experience at 
the SRBCNC as it has provided me with 
the formation and courage to answer the 

call to this particular ministry.  Ǘ 

Why I Love 



Drawing from the famous quote by St. 
Robert Bellarmine: òCharity is that with 
which no man is lost, and without which 
no man is saved,ó the staff and students of 
the St. Robert Bellarmine community  have 
selected as the first recipient of the award, 
senior Jeremy Head.  
 
The criteria for receiving the award are as 
follows: 
 
1. The student must be a graduating 

senior from ISU, IWU, Eureka, or 
HCC, And must have been an active 
member of the SRBCNC community 
for at least one year. 

2. The student will have exemplified each 
of the three areas of formation: 
intellectual, spiritual, and apostolic. 

 
Fr. Dittmer said of the award, òThe 
impetus behind the St. Robert Bellarmine 
Award stems directly from our mission 
statement.  Every single day I see our 
students living out the heroic call to Christ-
like virtue. And Jeremy is a stellar example 
among the students.  He has been a true 
leader and pillar of the community since 
the time he became involved, shining 
particularly as a senior.ó 
 

 
 

Jeremy has served in several roles through 
out his four-year tenure at the Center.  In 
this his senior year, Jeremy served as Lay 
Director for Newman Koinonia Retreat 
#35 and filled the role of Head Sacristan 
for the Bellarmine Board.  Jeremy was also 
involved with the university Knights of 
Columbus Council. 
 
Jeremy shared the following with regard to 
receiving the award: 
 
òI have changed dramatically in my 
intellectual, spiritual, and apostolic 
formation since I stepped foot onto this 
campus as a freshman.  I owe 99% of that 
change to my Newman Formation & 
Community, and I hope to give back in the 
future so that other students can feel the 
same way I do.ó 
 
Jeremy expressed gratitude for the actual 
award itself.  Along with the recognition, 
Jeremy received a free round-trip ticket to 
Italy, to join with students for one of the 
upcoming pilgrimages.  He and his fiancé 
Karen, who will be married this summer, 
are hoping to get their marriage blessed by 
the Pope during that trip. 
 
Jeremy is just one of dozens of seniors  
who will be graduating this year having 
been impacted by the SRBCNC           

community during their academic tenure.  
Each has experienced the profound 
presence of Christ in his or her own way.  
All of the seniors listed at right were 
regular Mass attendees and several were 
involved in significant ways. 
 
We hope and pray that the foundation laid 
by their involvement at the St. Robert 
Bellarmine Catholic Newman Center will 
blossom as they embrace their faith in a 
new community.   
 
For Jeremy, that community will remain, at 
least for the time being. òKaren and I have 
decided that we are going to make 
SRBCNC our "parish" to belong to, 
probably until the Catholic Army we are 

going to raise needs to start school!ó Ǘ 

The St. Robert Bellarmine Award 
òCharity iséó 
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t is with  great joy that we conclude 
our 40th anniversary year.  Much 
has occurred, and there is much for 
which to be grateful. 
 

The single most significant event this year 
was most certainly the Phase I 
Groundbreaking.  In addition to expanded 
ministry and administrative space, the $3 
million dollar project will give to our 
students what they most desire ñ a new 
space for worship!     
 
As I sit and compose this message, I canõt 
help but marvel that in a few short months, 
my current office will be the library, and 
the current kitchen will be the sanctuary! 

I am truly grateful for the generosity of the 
people of God of the Diocese of Peoria for 
making this dream a reality.   
 
I am also incredibly grateful for the 
individual members of the community who 
have supported our efforts along the way 
with their time, gifts, and counsel.  I hope 
each of you feel strongly connected to the 
SRBCNC community. 
 
Speaking of which, Iõm happy to announce 
to you that five more young men from St. 
Robert Bellarmineõs will be entering the 
seminary this fall.  Graduating senior Ben 
Tonner, sophomore Neil Kirchoefer, 
freshmen Max Perri and Jacob Valle from 

ISU and senior Brian Kusek from Eureka 
have all decided to take the next step 
toward the priesthood and discernment.  
With the addition of Ben, Neil, Max, Jacob 
and Brian, there are now ten young men from 
St. Robert Bellarmineõs in discernment.   
 
Iõm also pleased to announce that Iõll be 
witnessing five SRBCNC marriages this 
summer and seeing off 58 graduating 
seniors, including the recipient of the first 
St .  Rober t  Bel larmine Award.  
Congratulations, Jeremy Head!   
 

Blessings,  Fr. Dittmer Ǘ 

I  

temporary  

From the Chaplainõs Desk  

was president in 1946.  That was 
sixty-two years ago!  And here I am 
today.  Can you believe it?ó  Mrs. 
Violet Rians (ISNU õ47), pictured 

above, recalls with fondness her Catholic 
experience at ISNU in the early 1940õs.   
 
òThis [building] wasnõt even here,ó she 
noted as she gazed around the inside of the 
Center. òAnd tható she said, as she pointed 
toward a television screen which displayed 
a DVD rendering of the $3,000,000 
expansion project, òthat is just beautiful.ó   
 
An honored attendee of the 
groundbreaking ceremony, Mrs. Rians 
reflected on her time as Newman Club 
President, and shared the ways in which 
she felt the organization had contributed to 
her own life and to that of the university.  
òWe tried to be active at the university and 
in the community, to be involved.  And for 

a long time, we were in the index [ISU 
Yearbook].ó  In fact, the St. Robert 
Bellarmine Community has always been a 
staple in the university community and a 
place of formation.  And, after six decades, 
the mission of the Center hasnõt changed 
much. 
 
òThatõs one of our big goals,ó said 
Elizabeth Rainville, current Bellarmine 
Board president.  òWe like to be on 
campus as much as we can and have lots of 
activities so that more students will get 
involved. Then, once they know about the 
Center, it can be a place for them to grow 
in faith.ó 
 
The same sentiment was shared by former 
Newman Club president Mr. Eligio 
Marcheschi (ISU õ65) in his brief testimony 
during the groundbreaking ceremony.   
òThe Newman Club was for me and my 

classmates a place of spiritual and social 
growth.  It was our home at the             
university.ó Notably, Mr. Marcheschi was 
one of the very first students to suggest to 
Bishop Franz the idea of a Catholic chapel 
on campus.  òAt that time, we would rent a 
bus, and for a quarter, you could take the 
bus to Holy Trinityéor you could walk!ó  
He was also quick to point out that very 
few students had cars at that time. 
 
òAnd now,ó he bemused with a wry smile, 
òit looks like the Newman Club is finally 
getting the chapel it deserves.ó  His 
enthusiasm was met with a warm response, 
and was echoed by his daughter Keri, who 
will graduate this academic year. 
 
òI canõt wait to see it.  Itõs been such a 
great place of worship and community for 
me, and I hope it will be for many 

students.ó Ǘ 

GRADUATING  SENIORS  

Sarah Albarrah 
Erin Aubry 
Rich Bell 
Rob Bergman 
Melissa Bianchetta 
Adam Binder 
Molly Brese 
Amy Brinkmeier 
Chris Bryja 
Lauren Clifford 
Susan Cochran 
Philip Dobias 
Matthew Fisher 
Lisa Floyd 

Jeremy Head 
Christina Hodal 
Jennifer Huss 
Kurt James 
Ashley Kapff 
Andrea Kelly 
Kristopher Kerwin 
Andrew Lawrence 
Kate Lemon 
Keri Marcheschi 
Dave Mehon 
Ryan Miller 
Josh Mohr 
Mike Monier 
Dave Mordis 

Jenny Naujalis 
Christopher Nelson 
Emily Novak 
Tiffany Olson 
Juan Ortega 
Amanda Perri 
Audrey Pfhol 
John Pomagier 
Jennifer Pope 
Karen Schmitt 
Kyle Schneider 
Kristina Schwemin 
Lauren Seghi 
Seth Shepard 
Alyssa Simmons 

Amy Sipovic 
Lauren Sybert 
Charles Taber 
Benjamin Tonner 
Christy Vahling 
Mary Volkman 
Mark Whitaker 
Cody Wilkinson 
Christopher Wilkinson 
Michael Wille 
Adam Wykes 
Bernice Yambao 
Claire Young 
Andrew Zorjan 

INCOMING  FRESHMEN  
 
Do you know any incoming freshmen to ISU, IWU, 
Eureka or Heartland? 
 
Weõd love to introduce them to the SRBCNC 
community and help them get involved during 
their first few weeks on campus.  Please pass 
along our contact information or send us an e-
mail with a way to reach them.   
 
Weõll send them a welcome packet and do our 
best to answer any questions they might have!  
Thank you! 
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Violet Rians, Newman Club President, 1946. 
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Now 
and 

Then 
Continuing the Legacy 
of  Faith, Hope and Love 

for Newman Ministry 

Eligio Marcheschi, Newman Club President  
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